reshwater marshes
nd reed beds

+ These are common in the upper Camargue and on the banks |

. of the Rhone. H

/ater plants such as bullrushes, cane and reeds are abundant H

the marshes, which are used for hunting and, in summer, :

pasturage. They provide shelter for nesting and wintering

irds. Reeds (« sagno », in Provencal) are cut in winter by
d as a roofin i

""" find he
the siteS i

0% of the Camargue is used to grow rice. ¢ : !

e water taken from the Rhone for this : ‘ SN\ i o
urpose desalinates the soil to a certain | SN

pth, and the rice fields are also home to ‘ ' NORTH
esting birds such as the heron. They are : o emeenan g
flooded in April and allowed to dry out in !

..............

! Ao Pience The salt plains («sansouires»)
* Marseille : :and meadowlands

=~ ¢ Salt plains are a feature of the lower Camargue. Their :

: salt content is so high that only a few plant spedies such

1 as glasswort, saltwort, obione and statice can survive ;:

1 there. They are prone to periodic flooding, and in sum- ;!

+ mer are marked by wite traces due to the presence :

+ of salt. Meadowland occupies only small, fragmented
s p )

The salt ponds

 These are to be found along the sea. In reality

: they are lagoons that have been adapted to

1 maximise their salt concentration.

| The salt ponds are extensive and rich in inverte- :
! brates, which makes them an important source ¢

of food for birds, and in particular the flamingos,
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: The shallow ponds of the lower Camargue are : G
: separated from the sea by a sandbar. They are more : @ Etang du Fangassier
1 orless salty, and communicate with the sea via sluice ! . LS

ates. They provide a refuge for birds and fish, and : @ Marais du Vlguelfat

amajor role in water management. . o
paat e R (8) Maison du iz ] T
Tourist path by bike /by can*

@ EuE s datomclle R +The Camargue has some 50 km o beaches. Out- Discovery route for pedestrians and cyclists O (Gas station
(dosed to cas)

. 1 side the perimeter of the protective dykes - and thus |
@ Maison du cheval Camargue ¢ subject to the caprices of the sea - the coastine s in ! Cyle path ViaRhina Sy
@ Point de vue du sel ' a permanent state of change. The dunes are inhabited by ﬂ lewpoint

+ by spectacular flowering plants and a number of rare | Naturist beach
@ Tour Saint-Louis e d s o Boundary of the Camargue Regional Nature Park € River stop




